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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



June 21, 2002 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant(s) hereby 
bfthrELmTner-' 0 ™^ 1 ^ Statement ^or coniiieStffi 



X - LIS T OF PATENTS, PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 

for f ItH Pat f S ' Publications, or other information submitted 
ItLSXeS?* bV thS ° ffiCe are listed - the PTO-1449(s)f 



II. COPIES (check at least one box] 



a . 



b. 



□ 



Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each 
US and foreign patent; (ii) each publication or 
that portion which caused it to be listed; and 
(in) all other information or that portion which 
caused it to be listed. 

Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO- 
1449 are not enclosed because they were cited in 
the International Search Report and copies should 
already be m the PTO file. If copies are needed, 
please contact the undersigned. 
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111 * CONCISE EX PLANATION OF THE RE LEVANT 
(check at least one box) " 



a . 



b. 



El DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

The attached patents, publications, or other 
information in the English language do not 
require a statement of relevancy. 

□ DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

LtlTi 0 ^ e *P lanation of the relevance of all 
listed that PU ^ 1C % tl0nS U ° r ° ther ^formation 
follow* ^ 10 tHe En 9 lish language is as 



c. 



ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT 



An English language version of the search report 
?ounc ? bv n tS a f indicst -. the ^gree of rele^nce 
fatisfvino th % f h 0re ^ n offlce ^ attached, thereby 
satisfying the requirement for a concise 
explanation. See MPEP 609(A)(3). 8 

d • □ OTHER 

T £ B /° n ° win .<J additional information is provided 
for the Examiner's consideration. proviaea 
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IV. 



d. 



Appl. No. 09/720,469 

FEES 



THIS IDS I S BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R § 1 97 fb) 
(check one box) : ,aMD| 



□ within three months of the filing date of 
national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)) 

™? ° r K state T nt is re <3 u ired. (This section 
not to be used with RCE's and CPA's). 



□ 



within three months of the date of entry of the 
national stage as set forth in § 1.4 91 in an 
international application (37 c F R 

§ 1.97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required.' ' 

□ concurrently with the filing of a Continued 
Prosecution Application under 37 C.F R § 1 53 m7 
or concurrently with the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination under S 1.U4 (37 CFR 
§ 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or statement is required! 

E before the mailing date of a first Action on the 

stateln/ 37 °- F - R - § ^"^O)). No fee 

statement is required. 

statement has been made, charge our deposit 
37°C^R. ln § l he !7?pT nt ° f $180 - 00 " ^ ui « d S 



V - D THIS IDS IS BEING FILED UNDER 37 C.F.R 51 97IO- 
(check one box) s i.vi \c) . 

c e FT § h ! Tl^Z r°l 3 Flnal ° fflce Action ^nder 37 

^ D ??80 St nn te « nt; the ^ ore ' a fee in the amount of 
5 180.00 as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(d) 

or 

o- □ See the statement below. No fee is required. 
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Appl. No. 09/720,469 
VI - STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1 . 97 ,^ (check ^ Qne box) 

The undersigned hereby states that 

a- □ each item of information contained in the IDS was 
PatPn/ nff 1 " ^ communi cation from a foreign 
4. ■ f f 1Ce ln a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to 
the filing of this IDS; or 

b. □ no item of information contained in the IDS was 
cited m a communication from a foreign Patent 
f' 1 ", 3 counterpart foreign application, and, 
pledge of the person signing the 

item o C f in, reasonabl * inquiry, no 

item of IDS was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the IDS. 

□ Some of the items of information were cited in a 
communication from a foreign Patent Office. As to 
this information, the undersigned states that 
each item of information contained in the IDS was 
cited m a communication from a foreign Patent 
° f S ce , h " ^counterpart foreign application 

this ™q I % S m .°K nthS Pri ° r to the fllin 9 of 
n„rtLJ ^1 to w the "maining information, the 
undersigned hereby states that no item of this 
remaining information contained in the IDS was 
cited in a communication from a foreign Patent 
tl in h L C ° Unt f erpart foreign application and, 
Ln h hi B -° f my knowle dge after making 

reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this statement 



c . 



VII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 
□ 

fee . 



A F Gh R eck s \ n ^he amount of $180.00 as required by 37 
fL' § 1 - 17( P ) ls enclosed for the above-identified 



□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2448 in the 

fndicateT^ S Y J"- § for the above- 

atSched triplicate copy of this paper is 

IS No fee is required. 
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hp/ J f .^ he Exa miner has any questions concerning this IDS, 
H^f • S , guested to contact the undersigned. If it is 
f^ e pTn ned that thl I IDS haS been filed under the wrong rule? 
Sri rh 13 " queSted to consider this IDS under the proper rule 
and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 



in 



If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized 

Sedit Tn n v Urrent ' fUtUre replies ' to ch «^ payment o"r 

Ldl L"^ rPayment , t0 Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1 17- 
particularly, extension of time fees 



JWB/KLR/ jms 
0020-4792P 

Enclosures : 



Respectfully submitted, 
BIRCH, ^TEflART^/KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 




P.<y. Box 747 
Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 



PTO-1449 
Documents 
IS Foreign Search Report 

□ Fee 

□ Other: 



(Rev. 10/31/01 
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